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The Succession System in the Sassanid State, its
Conditions and its Influence on Political Stability
224-651 AD
Abstract

This Study, entitled “The Succession System in the
Sassanian State - Its Contexts and Political Impact (224-
651 CE)”, is an analytical study that examines the
historical process of power transfer within the ruling
Sassanian dynasty. It explores the mechanisms of
appointing or replacing successors to the Sassanian
imperial throne to clarify the extent to which the
succession process adhered to a monarchical system. The
study investigates whether succession was strictly
hereditary, as the system was monarchical and
established by Ardashir I (224-241 CE), the founder of the
Sassanian state, based on the principle of dynastic rule.
However, it was influenced by religious figures, noble
families, and social movements. The research also
examines the extent to which external influences and
military power played a role in determining successors.
Governance in the Sassanian state was largely hereditary,
as it was expected that the king’s son would succeed him.
However, this system was not always consistent, and
conflicts often arose between the king’s sons or different
branches of the royal family. Additionally, various social
forces, such as the nobility, military leaders, and external
powers like the Mughals, sought to influence the selection
of successors to serve their own interests. Thus, this study
aims to analyze the historical patterns of royal succession,
the factors influencing it, and its political consequences.
One of its key findings is that political instability often
weakened the legitimacy of the throne, leading non-royal
figures to attempt to seize power.

KEYWORDS: Power, Succession System, Sassanian State,
Noble Families, Political conflict.
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